POLITICS TRIVIA 


e Cow men made barbed wire famous, but it was the French who first patented it. Were you aware it 
was barbed wire that forced the modern warriors to invent the military tank? 

e Q: Why is "Poland" called that? 

A: Comes from "Pole," a local word for field. 

e Roman rulers thought it only fitting they compose their own speeches. Then along came Nero. He 
couldn't. He hired Seneca, first of the Ghostwriters to the Greats. 

e Nothing new about city turf wars. In one Philadelphia newspaper's files from 1836 to 1878, 
researchers found names of 52 street gangs, reported mostly in fierce fights. 

e In Italy's Genoa, you still see buildings with painted-on windows. Goes back to when real windows 
were taxed. 

e To stop shoplifters, a department store in Australia weighs its customers - when they walk in and 
when they walk out. If walk-out weight doesn't match walk-in weight, hold on there ... ! Report is it 
works. 

e Q: What people smoke the most? 

A: The Cypriots, Greeks, Cubans. In that order. There's no doubt the Chinese rank up there, but 
statistics aren't available. 

e "Evening" begins at different times in different places. In New Orleans, it's "evening" any time after 
noon. 

e Will future soldiers fight in tanks? Some military experts say no. Anti-tank weapons are becoming 
so effective, they say, that no sort of tank will work. 

e Julius Caesar played a curious little travel game. Before setting off on a trip, he'd senda 
messenger to announce his arrival. Then race to beat the messenger. Which he usually did. 

e Wagon train trips out West were tough, but not as tough as first months in new settlements. Those 
who got there early starved for a while. Too tired to hunt, they fished but weren't always lucky. Time to 
grow crops was what they needed. There was a terrible hungry waiting. It doesn't lend itself to movie 
scenarios, hungry waiting doesn't. But scholars say it was the worst part. 

e Minnesota has 99 lakes called "Mud", 85 lakes called "Long" and 75 lakes called "Rice". 

e Researchers at the University of California at Riverside studies 20,000 people called for jury duty in 
Southern California. And concluded they weren't representative of the general population. Few 
defendants, if any, were tried before juries of their peers, they said. 

e Claim is every river flowing out of Tibet washes down some gold with the sand. 

e The day Mary Todd married Abraham Lincoln, she knew how to speak fluent French but had no 
idea at all about how to fix lunch. That according to the historical footnotes. 

e Klondike miners saw those remarkable birds called ptarmigans all around one little Alaskan village. 
But ptarmigan was too hard to spell. So the place wound up on the map as "Chicken, Alaska." 

e Korean tobacco companies print pictures of missing persons on cigarette packs. 

e Hardly anybody around here can tell you the whereabouts of that nation officially named 
Jumhuriyat Misr al-Arabiya." It's Egypt (Arabic for "The Arab Republic of Egypt") ... Wait, you didn't 
sound it out. You'll forget how to pronounce it. 

e Summer got too hot for the US Cavalry boys at Sault-Sainte-Marie, Mich., in 1890. So they were 
issued cream-colored parasols. 

e England's Yorkshire is known for tooth decay. Correspondents there say a common birthday 
present is a set of dentures. 

e What distinguishes President Herbert Hoover's "The Ordeal of Woodrow Wilson" is it's the only 
book written by an American president about another American president. 

e Was an era in England - around Shakespeare's time, to be specific - when middle names were not 
just discouraged but in some jurisdictions actually outlawed. And that attitude against middle names 
carried over to the Colonies. That's evident when you read the names on the Declaration of 
Independence. 

e President Theodore Roosevelt, who took some pride in his do-it-now approach to matters, held in 
large disdain those thoughtful souls less ready to act immediately. It was he who coined the words 


"pussyfooting” and "mollycoddling."” 

e That antique punishment called "tarring and feathering" was more vicious than most realize. 
Oftentimes, the tar and feathers wouldn't come off without pulling the skin off with it. 

e Q: Why were all the European castles of old built within rounded walls? 

A: Theory was battering rams would be less able to crash curved buttresses than to punch down 
angular corners. 

e The rain in Spain does not fall mainly on the plain. The plains of Spain are mainly high and dry. The 
rain in Spain falls mainly in the mountains. 

e The Russian hitchhiker doesn't use his thumb. Just stretches out his arm and points down the 
road. 

e Q: Have the New England states ever had a serious earthquake? 

A: Not since the last Ice Age. 

e Citizens in the old Byzantine Empire could be put to death for four capital crimes: 1. Incest. 2. 
Homicide. 3. Teaching ship-building to the enemy. 4. Making purple cloth for anybody other than 
royalty. 

e In England, it's illegal to wrestle in public with an untrained bull. 

e Seated in Ford's Theatre, Abraham Lincoln took Mrs. Lincoln's hand, and she said, What would 
people think? He said, "They wouldn't think anything about it." Those were his last words to his wife. 
e It's a matter of record that the raspberry sound, otherwise known as the Bronx cheer, was a 
common expression in the old Roman senate. 

e Among murders in the home - predictable, this - most by knife occur in kitchens, most by guns in 
living rooms, most by strangulation in bedrooms. 

e How ancient Greeks applauded depended on where they were from. Rhodes Greeks smacked 
their lips, gently. Tarsus Greeks snorted in some curious way not detailed in the historical footnotes. 

e Law in France has been such that a Frenchman who writes a bad check -- knowingly or not -- can't 
use his checking account for a year. 

e A verdict of "not guilty" may indicate insufficient evidence or whatever, but it doesn't mean 
"innocent." So insist those who argue the legalese. No way, they say, can you prove a person is 
innocent under the U.S. legal system. 

e Inthe medieval England of William the Conqueror, the law decreed, in effect: If anybody commits 
murder on a weekday, said offender will be fined 10 shillings. If it happens on a Sunday, the fine is 20 
shillings. 

e The biggest polluter of Lake Ontario is Lake Erie. 

e The largest roof in the world is the tent over the Haj airport terminal in Jidda, Saudi Arabia. It 
covers 105 acres and can shelter as many as 100,000 persons. 

e Imaginative tracers of blood lines say one of Prince Charles' distant ancestors was Genghis Khan. 
Another, they say, was Vlad Tepes, the original Count Dracula. They failed to list Adam. 

e Which gets hotter in the summer - northern Maine or the Florida Keys? Wait, it's a tricky tossup. 
The highest recorded July temperature was 95 degrees ... in both Caribou, Maine, and Key West, Fla. 
e Q: How many time zones in China? 

A: There's land enough for five. But no time zones. All clocks there conform to Beijing's clocks. 

e Nothing new about boxed gifts you have to assemble yourself. In 1885, the Statue of Liberty was 
delivered in 214 crates, batteries not included. 

e Ina typical year, New York City's emergency rooms treat more human bites than rat bites. 

e Did | mention that only three of the signers of the Declaration of Independence had middle names? 
e Report out of Scotland says you can't be arrested for trespassing there. No trespassing laws. 

e Ifa man is a true kleptomaniac, he is likely to steal only one kind of thing. Watches maybe. Or 
screwdrivers. Even cans of sardines. Mainly, though, kleptomania has been associated with disturbed 
women, and they tend to be more various in their selections. 

e Q: How can a personal friend of the president write a letter to him that won't be opened before it 
actually gets to the president? 

A: Said friend has to know the code. A selected set of numbers. An envelope with them written 
thereon will pass through. They change with each president. 


e Agrateful many in the legal profession admit an enormous debt to Thomas Jefferson. It was he 
who so ridiculed the wigs of English barristers that such were not enforced upon early American 
lawyers. 

e twas President Rutherford B. Hayes, not his wife Lucy, who banned liquor from the White House, 
historians now say. Maybe so. But she got stuck with the "Lemonade Lucy" nickname, and nobody 
says that was unwarranted. It has been claimed that most of the large moral issues decided in the 
White House have been decided by women. 

e Patrick Henry quit school at age 10. Then learned Latin and Greek. 

e In Japan, any person arrested, convicted and jailed, then later found innocent, is reimbursed 
money on a precise schedule keyed to time in prison. 

e What saved the Civil War South from utter starvation, some historians say, were collard greens. 

e The Chinese invented the wheelbarrow in the First Century B.C. and immediately made it a military 
secret ... Called it the "wooden ox" or "gliding horse". And by the way, almost 1300 years passed 
before Europeans learned of this labor saving device and copied it. 

e Old flintlock rifles wouldn't fire in the rain. In Napoleon's time, soldiers didn't get rainchecks, exactly, 
but opposing commanders mutually called off battles on wet days. 

e Q: Who was the only head of state in the 20th century to give birth while in office? 

A: Pakistan's former prime minister, Benazir Bhutto (Jan. 25, 1990). 

e What's in Afghanistan that's so highly sought by invaders? The westerly city of Herat therein has 
been laid to ruins by conquerors at least 57 times, according to historians. Few other towns, if any, 
have attracted so many looters with so little loot. 

e Among England's curious laws is one that prohibits old-clothes dealers from selling an animal to a 
child. 

e In Ireland's Dublin, authorities decided to tear down the Old Newgate jail and build a new one in 
exactly the same place. First thing they did was pass a law decreeing that prisoners had to remain in 
the old jail until the new one was finished. 

e That police car known hereabouts as a "black-and-white" is identified in the jargon of Great Britain 
as a "panda." 

e Mammoth Cave reminded early European settlers of Kent's Cavern near Torquay, England. So 
they named their new surroundings "Kent/Torquay." The name evolved into "Kentucky." So reports 
Orlando's Roland C. Bailey Sr. who researched the matter. 

e Q: Didn't it used to be against the law to marry your brother's widow? 

A: In England, it was. More than a century ago. Such marriages were deemed incestuous. 

e To drive a cab in London, you've got to prove in a government test that you know the shortest route 
from wherever to wherever. So to prove you know where wherever is. 

e If you'd been around Beverly Hills in the days when Mack Sennett was cranking out Keystone 
Cops movies, you could have bought a 15-room mansion on an acre of ground there for 45,000 
dollars. 

e Vermont law forbids whistling underwater. 

e Thomas Jefferson said it would take 40 generations to conquer the American wilderness. Certainly 
missed on that one, didn't he? Four generations later the frontier was just about gone. 

e Half of India's Bombay is built on landfill. 

e A piano maker isn't confined to making only pianos, you know. Take that German piano maker 
Tobias Schmidt. In 1789, he built the first guillotine. 

e Q: Which U.S. president had no name at all until he was three months old? 

A: Lyndon Baines Johnson. That's how long his father, Sam, and his mother, Rebekah, debated the 
matter. 

e Q: Has London Bridge ever really fallen down? 

A: Never. Several London Bridges have been built since the first in 1170. Wooden houses on them 
have burned down. Some of them have been torn down. But none has ever fallen. 

e You can list Los Angeles among the few cities on Earth plagued by forest fires. 

e Nashville-based shoe company Johnston & Murray has provided footwear for every US president 
since Millard Fillmore. Seems they have a sense of humor, too. In 1992, newly elected President Bill 
Clinton ordered a pair of handmade, black, cap-toe shoes, and (knowing his fondness for Elvis 


Presley) the company also sent along a pair of blue suede shoes, size 13C ... Note that Clinton has 
the biggest feet of any modern president. Late night talk show hosts should have a field day with that 
one. 

e Lawmakers in St. John's County, Fla., took 136 words to flesh out a law regulating display of the 
buttocks in an anti-nudity ordinance debated in March of 1992. Part of it read: "The area at the rear of 
the human body which lies between two imaginary lines running parallel to the ground, when a person 
is standing." It would be the county's answer to erotic waitress attire, for one. 

e In Memphis, Tennessee, it is illegal for a woman to drive a car unless there is a man either running 
or walking in front of it waving a red flag to warn approaching motorists and pedestrians. 

e Itis illegal to say "Oh, Boy" in Jonesboro, Georgia. 

e Chicago law prohibits eating in a place that is on fire. 

e According to Arkansas law, Section 4761, Pope's Digest: "No person shall be permitted under any 
pretext whatever, to come nearer than fifty feet of any door or window of any polling room, from the 
opening of the polls until the completion of the count and the certification of the returns." 

e In Seattle, Washington, it is illegal to carry a concealed weapon that is over six feet in length. 

e In Greene, New York, it is illegal to eat peanuts and walk backwards on the sidewalks when a 
concert is on. 

e King John was considered a cleanliness nut because he bathed twice a month. 

e "Hot sun, or life in a car" is an anagram of "Southern California." 

e It was the custom of women in ancient Egypt to pluck all the hair from their heads and then buff 
their scalps to a high shine. 

e Size of China is hard to comprehend. Just one of its territories - the deeply inland "autonomous 
region" of Xinkiang - is as big as all of Western Europe. 

e Q: Why is the Emerald Isle of Ireland reputedly so much greener than other countries? 

A: Limestone under the sod, rain over it. 

e In 1990, there were 23,438 murders reported in the United States, far ahead of the closest 
challengers, France with 2,567 and the former West Germany with 2,543. Japan came through with 
1,441, while last place Finland had only 33. Even when measured per 100,000 citizens to allow for 
variable populations, the United States still leads with 9.4 murders per 100,000 ... When it comes to 
solving murders, however, we're only No. 14. In 1988, police solved 70 percent of the murders, while 
Japan had a success rate of 97.1 percent (in catching killers, they're No. 1). But at least you can be 
thankful you don't live in Italy, where only 39 percent of the murders were solved. 

e In 21 of the United States are places called Troy. Claim is no other Old World city has more U.S. 
locations named after it. Understand there are only 20 Oxfords and only 20 Plymouths. 

e English criminals of long ago talked in code words unintelligible to law-abiding folk. It turned into 
underworld slang. To name it, the English borrowed a French word meaning "twittering of birds." And 
that word is jargon. 

e Ahitch in the navy of the Holy Roman Empire was 26 years. 

e Benjamin Rush, a doctor, signed the Declaration of Independence. Yes, with the most 
indecipherable signature thereon. 

e That Swedish settlers in Delaware built this country's first log cabins isn't much of a curiosity until 
you find out they brought their logs with them. 

e Claim is John Quincy Adams was the only president listed in the historical footnotes as a published 
poet. 

e Ancient Rome's average man grew taller than today's average American. But lived only 22 years. 
Or so say the experts. 

e The first iron-clad ships were built by the Koreans. 

e Those scientists who stick their figurative fingers into the wind say the town with the worst air 
pollution nationwide is West Virginia's Weirton. 

e Thomas Jefferson coined the word "belittle." 

e That whole World War II thing sure is a sticky subject amongst today's Germans, as you could well 
imagine. Some of them come up with very bizarre ways to try and distance themselves from the 
actions of their political forebears on that front. For example, look at "Boeninger & Blau", designers 
based in Munich, Germany. In 1992, they fashioned a toilet brush shaped like Adolf Hitler's head and 


put it up for auction. Proceeds from the brush, priced at 120 dollars, go toward helping Nazi victims. 
Good for them. 

e The gangster Ma Barker enforced her rules. She wouldn't let her three sons - or any other member 
of her bunch - drink liquor or chase women. Frivolity was out. They had to concentrate on robbery and 
kidnapping. 

e Hanged on a questionable piracy conviction was Captain Kidd. He was fat. The first rope broke. 
The second didn't. 

e How Thomas Jefferson felt about his mother, | don't know. Do know, though, that when he was told 
her house had burned down, his first question was: "What about my books?" 

e A student of ghost towns avers: So violent were Colorado's early gold mining communities that one 
undertaker offered group rate funerals for those killed on Saturdays. 

e Among the amateurs traveling with drugs, says a veteran narcotics officer, the woman usually 
hides hers on her body, the man usually hides his in his car. 

e Jurors in medieval England had to come in with their verdict before they were fed. 

e The only violent crime that doesn't tend to increase during the full moon is murder, says a police 
statistician. 

e Did you, too, grow up thinking a ship captain could legally perform marriage ceremonies at sea? 
It's not true. At least not unless the captain is authorized to do so on land. As a minister. Or a civil 
servant. A captain's command powers don't cover civil matters such as marriage ceremonies. So say 
the maritime lawyers. 

e Speaking of "friendly fire", the shot that shattered the left arm of Stonewall Jackson a week before 
his death was fired by one of his own men. 

e Computer runs on firearm records indicate the loaded gun in your house is 43 times more likely to 
kill you or a member of your family than to stand off some intruder. 

e You don't read much about Empress Anne of Russia. But she does turn up in the historical 
footnotes as the monarch who wiped herself down daily with melted butter, that's something. 

e Pennsylvania got around to outlawing the scalping of Indians in 1951. Same year the elder Hank 
Williams' "Cool, Cool Heart" came to stay. Mickey Mantle went to center field for the Yankees, too. 

e Q: Two U.S. presidents were orphans. Name them. 

A: Andrew Jackson and Herbert Hoover. 

e Q: Two presidents were bachelors when they were inaugurated. One was James Buchanan. Who 
was the other? 

A: Grover Cleveland. Buchanan stayed single. Cleveland, a couple years after his inauguration, 
married his 21-year-old ward, Frances Folsom. 

e The long departed King Farouk of Egypt, that sport, enjoyed his little joke, he did. He equipped one 
of his cars with a horn that sounded like the yelping of a runover dog. 

e Rhode Islanders do not tend to move elsewhere when they retire, evidently. Except for Florida, that 
state has the highest proportion of people over age 65. 

e What a lot of people don't know about George Washington, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson is 
they were avid marble players. It also was a game for grownups then. 

e Q:All U.S. presidential election campaigns have happend in leap years, right? 

A: All except those in 1800 and 1900. Neither had a Feb. 29th. 

e The wife of Ulysses S. Grant wouldn't approve plans to inter her beside her husband in Grant's 
Tomb until she was assured the building would never be equipped with public restrooms. Or so it's 
recorded in the historical footnotes. 

e Report is Panamanians can't afford to repair potholes at this time, so they paint white circles 
around them. 

e It was in the Civil War that more than 1,000 Union soldiers qualified for disability pensions after 
they were kicked by mules. 

e Most people in prisons have their own various codes of honor. Those they most despise are the 
sociopaths without such codes. That's the opinion of one penal expert. 

e Argentina's Constitution requires that country's president and vice president be Roman Catholic. 

e George Washington once ran an ad for a cook. Offered 15 dollars a month. Help was hard to find, 
evidently. The ad ran six weeks. 


e First census in 1790 asked six questions: 1) Name of household head? 2) Number of free white 
males 16 and older? 3) Number of free white males under 16? 4) Number of free white females? 5) 
Number of other free persons? 6) Number of slaves? 

e The Roman emperor Constantine the Great died in A.D. 337. It was to be three months before his 
successor, a son, could come home to take over. During the wait, according to historical footnotes, 
Officials of the caretaker government consulted daily with Constantine's corpse. It was in charge of the 
Roman Empire. 

e Now that the Berlin Wall is a thing of the past, so indeed is the alleged plan of the CIA to come up 
with a chemical mixture to dissolve it. Some potent concoction to make the wall melt, sort of, that's 
what the planners sought, reportedly. Whatever became of it, if anything, is buried in the files, 
evidently. 

e Historically, 75 times more men than women commit robbery. 

e A slave owned by another slave in old Rome was called an "underslave." 

e Many an old house above Norway's coasts was cut into a lot with a 35-degree slope, and it was 
once customary in such homes sometimes to tether the children when outdoors so they wouldn't fall 
out of their front yards. 

e Odds run only about one in eight now that you - you are an American, aren't you? - have any 
English ancestors. 

e The man who tried to assassinate Andrew Jackson was Richard Lawrence. The prosecutor who 
charged Lawrence was Francis Scott Key of national anthem fame. 

e Writes a client: You mentioned a San Diego street near my place called Haveteur Way. You might 
want to know it crosses Unida Place. Every street sign put up on that corner gets swiped." 

e "In negotiating with criminals who hold hostages," says a police specialist, "you have to realize 
such criminals think they've already failed too often, and can't stand the thought of failing again. What 
they most desperately want is the feeling of some sort of triumph, at last." 

e India was where the earliest plastic surgery developed so swiftly. That's what | said. Client asks, 
Why there? Various crimes were punished by various disfigurements. Noses and ears as well as 
hands were cut off. Doctors got a lot of practice on patients who not only wished to look better, but 
desperately wanted to conceal the criminal stigmata. 

e In 1900, there were 13 national democracies. In 1919, 25. At the end of World War Il, it was back 
down to 13. By 1970, it was up to 30. In the '80s, it doubled to 60. But mark 1990. That was the first 
year in history when more than 50 percent of the world's people lived in democracies. 

e You think of the guillotine as an antique instrument of ancient executioners, do you not? Most do, 
most do. In fact, however, it last served in a death sentence in 1977. France didn't outlaw capital 
punishment until 1981. 

e The wife can get rid of her husband in a variety of ways worldwide. The way she does it in the 
Malabar region of India is leave his shoes outside the door. 

e Nothing new about exercise enthusiasts. Cardinal Richelieu, the prime minister of France under 
Louis XIII, was one such. Of a sort. According to historical footnotes, he worked out daily by jumping 
over furniture. 

e Queen Victoria's doctor came into possession of the vertebrae of the beheaded King Charles I. 
According to the historical footnotes, he used them as saltshakers. 

e Marie Antoinette was into high headdresses. So high, in fact, sometimes to keep from mashing 
them against the overhead she had to kneel on the floor of the carriage. 

e To the long horror story of female subjugation, an anthropologist adds: Early Greeks calculated the 
cost of slave girls in cattle. Ancient Irish computed the cost of cattle in slave girls. 

e A psychiatrist named John Talley in 1952 said: You don't vote for the candidate you think can win. 
You vote for the candidate you think can defeat the candidate you want to lose. 

e Historians dug up a buried trash pit under the porch of Abraham Lincoln's home in Springfield, Ill. 
To learn only that Lincoln as a young attorney took medicine, ate wild game and dined on fine china. 
e According to the historical footnotes, Empress Catherine the Great of Russia always started 
breakfast at 6 a.m. and drank five cups of coffee during same. 

e Do you talk with your hands? Sometimes even to yourself? Hard to break, those habits of body 
language. A Far East correspondent says the Japanese tend to bow now and then when talking on 


the phone. 

e Q: Who led that famous charge of the Light Brigade during the Crimean War, and what happened 
to him? 

A: Lord Cardigan led it part way. His 700 men rode into what came to be called "the valley of death," 
and only 195 rode out. Cardigan later said he figured his duty was done when he got them started. He 
returned to his yacht, took a bath, popped open a bottle of champagne, ate dinner and went to bed. 

e True, "New Ireland" was rejected as a name for Prince Edward Island. But there is a real New 
Ireland. Just north of New Britain. In the Bismarck Archipelago. Off the coast of New Guinea. 

e All sorts of explanations crop up about why Ulysses S. Grant allowed his name to be changed from 
Hiram Ulysses Grant, but the best one is he didn't want other West Pointers to call him "HUG." 

e Aaron Burr's divorce became final two hours before his death. 

e Connecticut has 3.3 million people. But it could accommodate 124 million. Why not? Japan does, 
and if you don't count its mountain and industrialized area, it's smaller than Connecticut. It's got better 
trains, too. 

e In ancient Rome, the architect of a new bridge was required to stand under it while the scaffolding 
was removed. 

e Maryland's motto is "Manly Deeds, Womanly Words," and how it's going over in these days of 
unisex equality | cannot say. But bear in mind, Maryland's official state sport is "jousting." 

e King Louis XVI of France contrived to feed his people by wearing a blossom in his buttonhole. A 
potato flower. He thought that would make a lot of people want to grow potatoes. Probably did. 

e Out of every war come some highly popular products. One of the Civil War offerings was the can 
opener. Standard issue to the troops. 

e Jury duty makes some people ill, researchers say. Not just an excuse. Downright sick. If 
sequestered overlong, they may have to take to their beds to recover. 

e Police statisticians report half of the shoplifters who get caught in Washington, D.C., have studied 
in college. Not shoplifting. | didn't mean that. Other subjects. 

e The Mogul Emperor known as Akbar the Great - he was the grandfather of the fellow who built the 
Taj Mahal - had 9,000 pet cheetahs. 

e Dan Quayle's first name is James. 

e Thomas Jefferson got most things right, but not all. He insisted that species couldn't become 
extinct ... Of course, sometimes being wrong has its benefits; one of the reasons that Jefferson 
sponsored Lewis and Clark's expedition out West was because he was convinced that they would find 
a living herd of wooly mammoths stampeding across the plains. They didn't find any mammoths, but 
the trip wasn't a total waste. 

e Ifa crime occurs when a driver picks up a hitchhiker, the hitchhiker is three times more likely than 
the driver to be the victim. 

e The 1988 crash of Pan-Am flight 103 reportedly registered 1.6 on the Richter scale. 

e Q: What killed the Mexican siesta? 

A: Traffic. Most people now work too far from home to get there and back for a long lunch. 

e Q: Of all the conquerors, Genghis Khan carved out the largest empire - from the middle of Europe 
all the way to the Pacific. How did his army compare in size to Saddam Hussein's? 

A: Saddam's was three, maybe four, maybe five times bigger. The Mongol's hit 200,000 at his peak, 
according to historians. 

e Ingenious elevators on early aircraft carriers lifted planes to the flight decks. Similar lifts shuffled 
performers on and off stage at the old Radio City Music Hall. Mechanisms were so similar that the 
stage elevators were also regarded as militarily secret, and put under round-the-clock guard during 
World War Il. 

e Language note: Before 1861, the United States were, plural. After 1865, the United States was, 
singular. 

e President Theodore Roosevelt devoutly believed the evergreens belonged where they grew. He 
wouldn't let his children have Christmas trees. 

e According to a scholar, there's a reason early Egyptians chose yellow as their color of mourning: It 
signified death in leaves. 


e How many journalists can you name who wound up as chief leaders of nations? Start with Benito 
Mussolini. He was the only one, some historians say. All the others who billed themselves as 
journalists, it's claimed, were speech writers, essayists and political pamphleteers, not professional 
journalists. 

e Three out of five prison inmates can't read or write. 

e The more money a man earns, the more eager he is to get married. That's what | said. Client asks 
if it's also true of women. Evidently not. The more money a woman earns, the less eager she is to get 
married, according to the researchers. 

e Q: Are there any laws against using the American flag in advertising? 

A: Yes. The code of etiquette for display and use of the American flag is set forth in Public Law 94- 
344. The law forbids use of the flag for advertising purposes and attaching advertising signs to a flag 
staff or halyard where the US flag is flown. 

e Adophus Edward John Pontwether Hancock is remembered by his considerably shorter signature. 
e The wife of Roman emperor Claudius in 54 A.D. fed him poison mushrooms. He got well. She 
arranged to have the back of his throat tickled with a poison feather. That didn't kill him. She 
personally gave him a poison enema. He went on breathing. That did it. She smothered him with a 
pillow. 

e No Libyan river flows year round. 

e Jacob Shallus, the calligrapher who so exquisitely penned the original copy of the Constitution of 
the United States, got 30 dollars for the job. 

e Hardly anyone realizes that women in the U.S. Coast Guard are not restricted to non-combat jobs. 
e Teddy Roosevelt's Rough Riders fought their biggest battle on foot. 

e If the marriage lasts one full year, its subsequent most difficult years to survive are the fifth and 
ninth. Such is the claim of one matrimonial researcher. 

e What you and | call stars and stripes on the U.S. flag are known in highbrow heraldry as mullets 
and barrulets. 

e Under the Norman laws of old England, a man convicted of adultery paid his fines to the king, but a 
woman convicted of adultery paid her fine to the church. 

e Don't know what finally became of all those in the Royal Court of Queen Elizabeth |. Overdosed on 
cholesterol maybe. Historical footnotes indicate, incredibly, that her courtiers in just one year ate more 
than 4 million eggs. 

e Even some people in Portland, Ore., don't know their town is also called "The City of Carousels." 

e Q: People of what country invented cannon balls? 

A: Germany. In Munster. Diggers are still finding early ones. 

e You may recall an intruder was caught sometime back in the bedroom of Queen Elizabeth II. That 
report disturbed Britain's financial circles. Prevention of just such a thing is one of two duties of the 
Royal Guards. Other is to protect the Bank of England. 

e Under British law, nobody can sue the Queen. 

e Brazil's law of a century ago decreed white men immune from execution. But that didn't mean they 
weren't executed. To comply with the law, those so sentenced were dyed blue. 

e Hemorrhoids kept Napoleon off his horse at Waterloo. That delayed the battle. Some historians say 
the delay lost the war. Hemorrhoids or horseshoe nails, details do the damage, what? 

e A few mountain roads in Peru are so narrow the haulers have an understanding: Traffic goes one 
way Mondays, the other way Tuesdays, so on. 

e A chatty purse snatcher says he worked curbsides at crosswalk lights. As he grabbed a purse, he 
busied the victim by pushing same into the street traffic. He now advises people to stand far back from 
curbs while waiting for lights to change. 

e In the clock tower of the Milwaukee City Hall is a one-ton bell inscribed: "When | sound the hour of 
the day, From this grand and lofty steeple, Deem it a reminder, pray, To be honest with the people." 
One honest minute per hour. Good. That leaves 59 for the action. 

e Ethiopia's Addis Ababa has a million and a half people, numerous modern high-rise buildings and 
no sewage system. 

e Creative judges can give a little class to the courts. Take that old burglary case in Kennewick, 
Wash. The defendant was sentenced to pay the victim's theft insurance premium for three years. 


e Britain's Margaret Thatcher is not a cat person. When she moved into No. 10 Downing Street years 
ago, she quickly spotted the household cat that had been there 16 years. She kicked it out. Not 
literally. But sort of. 

e Stonewall Jackson let it be known to a few that his feet were cold. Almost all the time. He thought 
lemon juice might improve the circulation therein. So he sucked lemons all through the Civil War. 
Historical footnotes say he was rarely seen without a squashed lemon in his hand. 

e Average married man lives 6 years, 7 months longer than the average never-married man. 

e Nobody in the U.S. House of Representatives, insofar as | know, has publicized this fact: Auditors 
in 1940 discovered from old records of Philadelphia's early Bank of America that none other than 
Benjamin Franklin himself - "God helps them who help themselves" - routinely overdrew his account 
about three times every week. 

e |f you're one who elects to explain every direct order to your offspring, you may tell them: "It is 
specifically legal in the United States for parents to tell their children what time to go to bed." 

e An ancient Greek sentenced to death had to execute the sentence himself. 

e Notes a client: "Nancy Reagan was the only real first lady who'd been an actress. The one-time 
actress Priscilla Cooper Tyler, wife of President John Tyler's son, Robert, served only as a substitute 
first lady during the paralytic illness of the president's wife, Letitia." 

e Hannibal started out across the Alps with 80 elephants, but pack-animal experts insist he would 
have done better with 80 donkeys, and this is not a political remark. What really would have done the 
job, they say, are camels. They can carry heavier loads farther than either elephants or donkeys. 

e Phillipe, Duke of Orleans, put on his high heels, long black perfumed wig and ornate jewelry to lead 
his soldiers into battle. According to historical footnotes, he'd been brought up as a girl, so he wouldn't 
be viewed as a rival against Louis XIV for the throne of France. 

e "| only regret that | have but one life to give for my country." Who said that? Not Nathan Hale, 
evidently. Recently discovered accounts indicate his last words were: "It's the duty of every good 
officer to obey any orders given him by his commander in chief." 

e Railroaders got into a rate war in the 1880s, and the price of a ticket from Kansas City to Los 
Angeles dropped to one dollar. It's historical fact that a lot of people wound up in Los Angeles merely 
because it was a cheap ride. 

e Nothing new about that political practice known as the "payoff." Vermont wanted to become the 
14th state. New York blocked it for 15 years. Vermont finally had to slip New York 30,000 dollars. 

e Iceland's government puts its accomplished writers, artists and composers on salary. 

e Client reports local legislation in Montana's Garfield County makes it illegal there to draw funny 
faces on your window shades. 

e In a move to be more politically correct, history teachers are now being advised that slaves are to 
be referred to as "enslaved persons." Kind of makes you wonder, is it really a better world if the 
Stephen Foster folk song "Old Black Joe" is changed to "Aging African American Joe"? 

e Prussians fought Austrians in 1778-79. Their soldiers liked potatoes, so dug them up along the 
battle lines. When the spuds were all gone, the soldiers stopped fighting. This military conflict is listed 
in German history books as the "Kartoffelkrieg" - the "Potato War." 

e Though not widely known, it was on July 2 (not July 4) that the Continental Congress passed a 
resolution initially declaring the independence of the colonies. Introduced on June 7, 1776, by Richard 
Henry Lee of Virginia, the resolution stated: "Resolved, That these United Colonies are, and of right 
ought to be, free and independent States, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British 
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to 
be, totally dissolved. That it is expedient forthwith to take the most effectual measures for forming 
foreign Alliances. That a plan of confederation be prepared and transmitted to the respective Colonies 
for their consideration and approbation." This resolution paved the way for the Congress to adopt the 
final draft of the Declaration of Independence two days later, on July 4. 

e If it's a typical day in Florida, another 800 out-of-staters move in. 

e About 29 percent of the illegal aliens sent out of this country have been sent out of this country 
before, say border watchers. 

e Did the Catholic Church always oppose abortion? In the mid-1900s, the Doctrine of Conception 
declared that the soul arrives in the fifth month of pregnancy, to quicken the fetus which was 


previously soulless. Abortion was legal before quickening was felt and before the fifth month. 

e What Montana's Jeanette Rankin said was: "You can no more win a war than you can win an 
earthquake." 

e Napoleon liked silverware well enough, but he preferred the more expsensive aluminum. 

e Two out of five business travelers now are unescorted women. Special targets of certain criminals, 
they. Earlier, lone women who rode stages, trains and streetcars knew similar dangers. In their 
fashionable wisdom they popularized one of the most common unconcealed weapons ever carried - 
the huge hat pin. 

e History records that the 1800s Austrian emperor Ferdinand | was insane. Rarely did he make much 
sense to the sensible. But he did deliver one line widely quoted because it was coherent: "I am the 
Emperor, and | want dumplings." 

e Standard punishment for mutiny in the old Roman army was immediate execution of one out of 
every 10 soldiers in the rebellious unit. 

e Dolley Madison paid 40 dollars for an imported mirror for the White House. President James didn't 
mind, but an irate Congress ordered a 2000-dollar investigation of her irrational compulsive shopping. 
e Used to be one special portage on Lake Michigan where traders hauled their canoes out of the 
water to lug them to Mississippi-bound rivers. It's now called Chicago. 

e Thirty-one of the 50 states have counties named Washington. 

e New Zealanders gave voting rights to women more than a quarter of a century before Americans 
got around to it. 

e Q: What became of the auto President Kennedy was riding in when he was assassinated? 

A: After that bloody day in Dallas - Nov. 22, 1963 - John Kennedy's black 1961 Lincoln Continental X- 
100 convertible was completely refitted with armor, a hard top and a more-powerful engine at a cost of 
about 500,000 dollars. Put back into service, it was used by Presidents Johnson, Nixon, Ford and 
Carter before being retired in 1977. Since then, it has been displayed at the Henry Ford Museum in 
Dearborn, Mich., along with such other memorabilia as the Lincoln that President Reagan was 
standing next to during the 1981 attempt on his life and the seat in which President Lincoln sat when 
he was shot in 1865 by John Wilkes Booth. 

e Just keep having those youngsters and sooner or later one will turn out to be a genius: Benjamin 
Franklin was the 15th child. 

e The police station in Carrabelle - a town of about 1,300 in Florida's panhandle - is a telephone 
booth. 

e After Napoleon became emperor, he extended his hand to those who met him, and they kissed it. 
He extended his hand that way to his mother, and - aw, mom - she rapped him across the knuckles. 

e HERE 


